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„1 xIIH 32. 


7. | - Behuld, 1 caſt out devils, . 


Hts is a declaration of that power, 


010 4 whereby our Savior compell'd evil 


* 


N ſpirits to leave thoſe unhappy per- 
5 hom they had corporally poſſeſs d. The 
ry of ſach poſſeſſion, and the bleſſing of 
kleaſe from it, are recorded by the Evan- 


Fits ſo often, in ſo plain and diftinguiſh- 


Fe manner, that their meaning might ſeem 


Þudantly ſecur d from miſtake. Even the 


ittereſt enmity againſt Chriſtianity, in it's 


| Matt, IV. 24. VIII.16, 28 and foll. IX. 33. X. 8. XII. 
J. XVII. 15 and foll. compar'd with Mark IX. 17 and 
ad Luke IX. 39 and foll. Mark I. 25, 26, 34, 39. V. 2. 
(fall, VI. 13. XVI. 9, 17. Luke IV. 40, 41. VIII. 27 and 
N. 1. X. 17. XI. 18 and foll. 2 Julian. apud Cyril. 
45191. edit. Spanh. Even Lucian, whil'ſt he indulgeth 
Alf in his uſual raillery, ſneweth, that the diſpoſſeſſion 
Feil ſpirits was not uncommonly ſpoken of in his time: 


Ps, p. 337. A 2 more 


4 The uſual interpretation 


more early ages, cou'd not ſtifle an ackng 
ledgment, that the facts, referr'd to in tt 
text, were really ſuch, as they are reprefent 

in the Goſpels. - Yet, amongſt perſons, wid wiſe 
aſſume the Chriſtian character, ſome have nul {6 
ſcrupld to charge the portions of ſacred l 
ſtory, which thoſe facts are the ſubjeds of wnt! 
with abſurdity, or mere accommodation 
vulgar error. Under the ſpecious colour (a 
what impoſture hath not taken the ſpecin 
colour?) of diſabufing credulons mortals, 1 
tifying their fentiments and removing t 
apprehenſions of danger, where no danger 
they have attempted, by a peculiar kind 
exorciſm, to eject both the poſſeſſors and t 
poſſeſs d out of the volume of Scripture. | 
purſuit of this benevolent undertaking, the 
maintain, that the original words, which 
our tranſlation, * are render d - devils-- ſignif 
(not any particular order of ſpirits ; in po 
| ſuperior to our own ;- or in temper, perpeti 


ly diſpos d to miſchief, but) only the ſou T 
men, which have left the body, and are kin here 
ly affected to them, who ſtill are in it. IM of C 
interpretation leadeth it's authors to concuig t 


that, wherever any grievous fufferings of ne 
are imputed to the influence of daun or l 


1 And, not improperly, as the ſequel will eviace., 
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ackno du, the whole narration muſt vaniſh in fi- 
o in ti gare, or ſink in condeſcenſion to popular, er- 
reſented roncous perſuaſion. And this concluſion is like- 
is, wid vie ſuppos d to receive additional ſupport, 
lave nof fora the inconſiſteney with divine attributes, 
cred li dich it's patrons pretend to diſcover, in the 
eds of wutrary opinion. But, the falſe criticiſm and 
tion iq file reafoning of the whole {cheme will be 
ur (uf epos d, by Provengs 
[pecio ö | | 
No FixsT, That the notion, uſually annex d to 
lions and Jayivia, in Evangelical hiftory, is 
#7 confirm'd by the uſe of the fame words, in che 
kind of rrtings of eminent  heathens: | 
ud thy | 
re, | cones? That thofe ths of the 
„ tie] Goſpet, wherein are expreſs'd the vehement 
5 nalignity and power of the Beings ſo call d, 
J vght to be underſtood in the literal, obvious 
pore neaning of the expreſſions⸗ : 
pelt 
pub TaixDLy, That by the literal expoſition, 
: kind here aſſerted, the juſtice, wiſdom and goodneſs 
I of God are fo far from being contradicted, as 
cu tbe fignally difplay'd. 


pr du 


And, FIRST, the notion, uſually annex d to 
ce, Ins and Jang, in Evangelical hiſtory, is 
1 confirm d 


6 The uſual interpretation. 
confirm'd by the uſe of the ſame words, in the 
writings of eminent heathens. | 


I. In theſe writings, then, (and to theſe 
our adverſaries appeal) the terms, under con- 


ſideration, are ſometimes * equivalent to 9 


or Jay, when the grammatical number is the 
ſame, and denote the divine Being, abſolutely 
ſupreme. But, * they are moſt commonly ap- 
ply'd, in the plural number, to repreſent creat- 
ed Beings, originally ſuperior to man. Be. 
ſides the paſſages, wherein this notion of them 
is directly requir'd, many others ſupply ſuch me- 
diums, as clearly ſuggeſt it. They are deſcribd, 
for inſtance, as 3 firſt imploy d in the creation 
of men, by divine appointment ; and after- 
wards, as guarding and conducting each in- 


I Plato in Politico p. 272. extr. edit. Steph. Hierocl. p. 
280. edit. Cant. Diodor. Sic. 1.3. p.143. ed. Rhod. Alan. 
V. H. I. 6. c. 13. adde J. Poll. I. . c. 1. 2 Plato in Sym-. 
poſ. p. 202. Iamblich. de Myſt. Ægypt. ſect. 111. c. 22, 0. 
edit. Oxon. Porphyr, Epiſt. ad Anebon. p. 1 & ſeq, ferc 


ſingulis. lamblich. de Myſt. Agypt. ſect. 1. c. 3, 4, J,) 


ſect. II. c. 1, 2. Max. Tyrius diſſ. 26. p. 272 -4 -6. edit. Cant. 
Iamblich. de vita Pythag. c. 8. p. 28. & c. 21. p. 84. & C3 
p- 177. edit. Kuſt, Porphyr. de vita Pyth. p. 39. ed. Kuſt. 


3 Plato in Timzo, p. 41. - ibid. - 42 69 - 71 - 75- Confer. - 


Apul. p. 585 & 690. edit. Par. Plato in Politic. p. 271. xu. 
ibid. 274 5. Idem de Republ. I. 10. p. 617- 620. Idem in 
Phædon. p. 105. Porphyr. Ep. ad Aneb. p. penult. Hierod. 


dividual 


| the 


of AAIMONEE Oc. afſerted. ) 
{vidual of the race, from their ent'rance into 
his world, til their departure out of it. 


The philoſophers, who plac d them in theſe 
wints of view, muſt, in conſequence of their 
n tenets, ſuppoſe thoſe Beings to be indu'd 
mth advantages of nature, which exalt them 
lhly above the human ſpecies. And Plato, 
n particular, collecteth from the offices here 
Agn'd them, that, upon a compariſon with 
nen, they muſt be intitul'd to the ſame pre- 
eminence, which the ſhepherd is allow'd to 
le, when compard with the flocks, ovet; 
mich he preſides. 


In regard to this their ſuperior order in 
the creation, as well as their important com- 
niſſions, they are call'd * awapyorns rw fue 
lauen. — 3 AlampFptvors Jeois Ts 7p avFpwr , 
u d N pms ms ag He — eggs ta ayers 
m npPeptyroy d Forms. d, JAVENSPIRN, 


1276-8, Arrian. in Epict. 1.1. c. 14. Dionyſ. Hal. A. R. 


11. c. 63. edit. Oxon. Menand. apud Clem. Alex. Strom. 


lb. 5. p. 727. edit. Oxon. 1 Plato de leg. lib. 4. p. 713. 
n bhato in Politico, p. 272 extr. 3 Plato in Symp. p. 202. 


Porphyr, de abſtin. &c. I. 2. ſect. 38. edit. Cant. 4 Pla- 
vin Epinom. p. 984 & ſeq. Plutarch. T. 2. p- 361. edit. 
Puriſ, <= p. 416. ferè extr. p. 417. Hierocl. in aur. carm. 
h. edit, Cant. 5 Iamblich, de myſt. Æęypt. ſect. 1. 


eyes 
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elmeg vg gv, 1 g, 1004 wis MACANGIS Thad 
Cares 76 C mas & TW K90fhls' νννν J7:StC1NgRs, dun 
Ts Occeyo ua phere THS bs , emmο⁵ Gy deri Tag 


Jeais- 


Theſe characters are too ſublime, to be 
drawn for human ghoſts. And, tho they aue 
ſtain d with mixtures of error; yet, upon ap. 
plication of ſuch correctives, as may be fairy 
admitted, they teſtify a prevailing petſuaſoi 


of the exiſtence and miniſterial office of 2. 


angels. If they were not, indeed, copy d fron 
ſome part of the ſacred originals; yet, in 4 
comparative view of them and the texts ſub 
join d, ſeveral traces of likeneſs will be offerd 
to an attentive mind. 


Whenever, then, philoſophers have ſo ta 
conform d to poetic language, as to give tit 


name dais to the ghoſts of men; it cannot | T 


c. 13, 20. & ſect. III. c.15. ſet. VI. c. 3, 6. Confer, Dic, 
Laert. Il. 3. ſegm. 79. 1 Pſal. XXXIV. 7. XCl. 11, m. 
CIII. 20. CIV. 4. Dan. X. 13. compare Tobit XII. 12 and 
foll. Matt. XVIII. 10. Luke I. 19, 26 and foll. XVI. u. 
Act. X. 3. Heb. I. 7, 14. Rev. V. 6. VIII. 3, 4. XVII.. 
2 Vide Platon. de Rep. 1. 2. p.377. In Hierocl. p. 38. the 


ghoſts of men, e g apsry xgounIciog, are call'd Jaun, 


as Fanpons aj mitn: and are immediately afterwards di 
ſtinguiſh'd from the 01 ®YEE1 AAIMONEZ, 


fron 


of AAIMONEE Sc. afferted, 9 
om hence be juſtly collected, that they diſ- 
und the natural difference between thoſe 
kings. Rather ſhoud it be preſum d, in or- 
er to maintain conſiſtency in their ſentiments, 
tat they thought the ſouls of the good, upon 


kparture from the body, were advanc d to 
ich a nearneſs of fimilitude with the moſt 


Iacellent creatures, as might juſtify a commu- 


| 


ity of their names. Thro' this conſtruction 


their words, they are reconcil'd to them- 
{es; and their conceptions of things Tpiri- 
ml become, in ſome meaſure, conſonant to 
the clearer diſcoyeries of revelation. For, by 
the Goſpel we are plainly taught, that the 
nous will be bleſs d with ſo happy * a change, 
on the ſecond union of their conſtituent 
prts, as to be thereby render'd 3 equal to the 


gelt. 


Thus far truth and tradition conſpire, in 
regard to the favorable notion, annex d to Jai- 
wes and HI. 


1 Vide Platon. Cratyl. p.398. & Max. Tyr. p.282. Con- 
fer, Procl. in Plat. Theolog. p. 64. edit. Hamb. & Plu- 
tuch. de orac. def. p. 415. Iamblich. de myſt. Egypt. 
&&, I. c. 2. In Hierocles they are call'd IZATTBAOI and 
IDAAIMONEE— p. 40. 2 1 Cor. XV. 51 and foll. 3 Luke 
M. 36. Mark XII. 25. 


B 


But, 
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But, this is not the notion, which tho 
terms moſt frequently fignify. For, the more 

_ contemplative heathens, allowing the eſſen 
tial identity of the Beings ſo call d, have con- 
ſider d them alſo as accidentally diſtinguiſh 
by contrary qualities. And, as their writin 


import ſome notices of the holy angels; ſod 


they diſcover an equal degree of knowleds 
in reference to the deprav'd. Thee are de 
{crib'd therein, as malevolent and malcficent 
Beings; delighting (or ſeeming, at leaſt, de. 
lighted) in the indulgence of cruel inclinz 
tions; in promoting wickedneſs, impoſture and 
miſery amongſt men. 


From the irreconcileable repugnancy be 
tween moral goodneſs and a conſtant diſpoſ- 
tion to fraud and wrong, 3 reaſon taught phi 


1 Plutarch. de If. & Ofir. p.360. Idem de orac. def.) 


417. Iamblich. de myſt. Ægypt. Sect. II. c. 7. Porphyr. de 
abſt. &c. 1.2. ſect. 38. Confer. Chalcid. in Plat. Tim. p. 3ij 
& ſeq. edit. Fabr. 2 Plutarch. T. z. p. 361. Porph. epiſt. c 
Aneb. p. 5. by 25 vm Qvorws & c. and 6 dm, [ces 
to repreſent theſe, and their chief: whom, at the con- 

cluſion of the ſame epiſtle, he diſtinguiſheth from thc 
az Jaingns, and calleth 5 g. Iamblich. de myſt. A. 
gypt · ſect. III. c. 31. Sect. IV. c. 7. Set. X. c. 7. 3 Plato 


de Repub. I. 2. p.379 & ſeq. Iamblich. de myſt. Ep. 
loſophen 


ſect. IV. c. 6. Hierocl. p. 283. 


lofop! 


he alt 
tho 


telufi 


wobab 


of AAIMONEE c. aſſerted. 11 


vlophers to infer, that this diſpoſition cannot 


ſe aſcrib'd to the Deity. When the * ſame 


uthors, therefor, make the moſt pernicious 


- [{lufions, the favorite imployment of dates: 


ten they pronounce them the inventors and 
ncouragers of ſuch practices, as are moſt in- 
wrious both to individuals and to communt- 
tes of men; they muſt, by neceſſary conſe- 
wence from their own reaſoning about the 
ſeity, be preſum'd to look upon Jaime, as 
atremely evil. And: Plutarch ſuppoſeth, that 
freral inquifitive heathens (whom he citeth 
$ conſentient with Plato herein) were juſtly 
kd to this notion of thoſe Beings, by various 
Kcarrences in the natural and moral world. 


wer, as far exceeded human nature; and of 
ch wickedneſs, as appear d directly oppoſite 


Plato apud Plutarch. T. 2. p. 361. Idem in Phædro p. 
1, Confer. idem de Repub. 1.2. p.364. & p. 378 738122. 

dere, indeed, he uſeth the word 94, yet Jaipgre, cis 
whable, are to be underſtood by It. For, thus Proclus 
u Platon. Theol. p. 64 - x rl AAIMONAZ, if? £010 
tings r OENN 6193 — SEOTEZ S ſcil. Plato) πν. 
Purarch, & 10H. p. 474. & de orac. def. p.417, 419. Por- 
yr. de abſt. &c. 1. 2. ſect. 40, 41, 58. Iamblich. de myſt- 
Egypt. ſect. III. c. 13, 16, 31. Sect. IV. c. 7, 13. Liban. 
bel, 43. p. 906. edit. Morel. 2 Plutarch. T. 2. p. 360. & 


e & loc. ſupra modd cit. Confer. Sal luſt. Philoſ. c. 12. 


B 2 to 


lit, Amſtel. 


Theſe occurrences exhibited the tokens of ſuch 


12 The uſual interpretation 


to the divine. In ſearch of ſatisfaction aboy 
them, the theoriſts, tis not improbable, hy 


88 


In tl 


recourſe to the remains of antient tradition i 9a 
and by collecting it's ſcatter d raies, they ven ſo diſc 
at length induc'd to conceive ideas of thuſburs, 
middle ſort of Beings, which had much mon ſi the! 


ability than man, to execute purpoſes intite 
ly unworthy of God. Theſe Beings ( beſide 
the deſcription of them already given) are 
markably characteriz d, in the ſame authar, 
2 as exiles from heaven and from the divine 


preſence — as wand'ring thro the air, abou 
ſea and land; and 3 ſtriving with ſuch aſſiduig] 


and fierceneſs, as giveth them a reſemblance df 


ſavage animals, to delude men into ruin, and uſt 


actually making ſome of the ſpecies their prey, 


1 Plutarch. de orac. defectu, p. 415, 416, 417. Confer 
Plato de Repub. I. 2. p. 379 & ſeq. 2 Plutarch. T. 2) 
830. extr. & orac. def. p. 418 extr. & 419. — & ibid. p.361, 

Eumirxars bY 2 Axæs Ov Ahe rug Nai. Agras d wy Safran xy v 


LEAETEITIV — 
Altes {4 348 oO wives mim di axes, (Scribe mimi) 


Herres 915 Des ros 6 Dirne, ya = ie (Lege ig au) 
Ht lg ee 5 0 Hie iu S lass · 

Ano; 3 i; d Miri, 5V 4803 & mere. 

3 Proclus in Heſiod. p. 45. edit. Plantin. Orph. Ages 
Mur. v. 31. Orac. Chald. XI. v. 313. edit. Cler. Iamblich. d 
myſt. Agypr. ſect. II. c. 7. Confer, Pſell. p. 45. edit. Pu. 
Plutarch. de orac. def. p. 417, 418, 420. Iamblich. de mph 
Egypt. ſect. III. c. 13, 31. Salluſt. Philoſ. c. 14. 


1 


wo * 
io * 2 
tate, 

juct, 
amet11 
y the! 


about 


» hat 
tion ſi Jars conſider d above, it is not difficult 


wen lo diſcern that truth delineated in fainter co- 
tha ours, which the inſpired writers have drawn 
mon a the ſtrongeſt. In their ſtile, tis well known, 
nit ho the prince of the power of the air is; and 


fide 
re re 
hor 
line 
bout 
duit 
ce of 
and 


prey, 
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In theſe images likewiſe, as well as in thoſe 


o the E d mages, that 3 kept not their firſt 
fate, but fell from heaven. And the ſame 
fit, of which the + ſerpent and dragon are 


y them, as * going to and fro in the earth; 
'nalting about, as a roaring lion, ſeeking whom 
! may devour, 7 and exerciſing the avenging 
ice of God on the wicked. 


Hence it appeareth, that profane authors 
0 not contradict, but confirm, the uſe of 
uns Or ciel, in the ſacred. The In- 
urer, then, who pretends to build his inter- 
tation of thoſe words, upon the monu- 
ents of the former, cannot evade the force 


il u evidence, which he himſelf hath inter- 


led in the cauſe. And tho they have, con- 
klkdly, ſometimes born a favorable ſignifica- 


! Eph. II. 2. 2 --VI.12. 3 Jude 6. 4. Rev. XII. 9, 
„ XX. 2. 5 Job II. 2. 6 1 Pet. V. 8. 7 1 Sam. 
l. 14, 22. I Cor. V. 5. 1 Tim. I. 20. : 


tion, 


ametimes made emblems, is alſo deſcrib'd 


| 
} 
| 
i 
j 
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tion, in pagan antiquity; yet, this ſupplyeh 
not any valid objection to the eftabliſhmer 


Thi 


of a contrary ſenſe thereof, in holy Scripture 


Words, tis obvious to obſerve, have not un ſort 


de In 
| 


commonly paſs'd from a general and indiſcr; |ent 


minate, to a peculiar and diſtinguiſhing, u. 
preſentation of things. Thus «au, a name 
ſometime promiſcuouſly given to the highet 
rank of creatures, hath been more eminenth 
apply d to them, who perſever'd in their pi. 
mitive ſtation. And, if an example of he: 
then authority may be more acceptable to the 
Inquirer, it will be ſufficient, without aca 
mulating more, to recommend Teaw® or a 
Oisus to his conſideration. If no perſon of 
letters gan diſpute a change in the uſe of thel 
terms, from a morally indifferent, to a bal 
meaning- why ſhou'd it ſeem incredible or in. 
proper, that I au or Sauuinuy, which had 
been the common appellation of created intel 
ligences, ſhou'd at length be appropriated to 
the leading rebels againſt our Creator? And, 


re. Piers, 1; 


The 
igerſ 
tr ſuc 
Sat w] 
rep 
ſcton 
a ar 
t may 
wt of 
unf. 


Wer « 


as the name-- devil -- conveyeth the ſame ide 
in our tranſlation ; the tranſlation is juſt, ad 
the rejection of i it owing to ignorance, 


dious oppoſition to cuſtom, affectation of ur dect 


uſual accuracy, or Sadducean disbelief. 


Thus 


lyeth 
ment 
ture 
t un. 
liſen. 
„ It 
name 
ighel 
ently 
r pf 
her. 

o the 


fal 
of u. 
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Thus far it ſeem'd expedient to comply with 

ke Inquirer's method of attempting to ſup- 
wrt his opinion; and to evince the agree- 
neat between Evangelical and external wri- 
zs, in the uſe of the words diſcuſs d. 


The plain tenor of holy writ, indeed, ſhou'd 
werſede the neceſſity of anxious reſearches af- 
r ſuch agreement, amongſt real Chriſtians. 
lt,when the perverſe, who are ever inventing, 
x repeating, occaſions of doubt and diſſatiſ- 


Jition, publiſh their fancy d diſcoyeries, with 


a ar of triumph and uncommon learning; 
! may be proper to draw thoſe inſtraments 
ut of their hands, which they uſe unskilfully 
ic unfairly; and to ſhew, that a reſolute ad- 
wer of innovation will rather torture even 
le parties, which he ſummons to his defence, 
wn ſuffer them to be uningag d in his con- 
it with Scripture. 


And, when the Inquirer ſhall think fit (as 
bhems to threaten) to try his cauſe by the 
xlimony of eccleſiaſtical antiquity, he may 
met to find it prov'd, that he hath only 
gd the ſeat of the debate, without chang- 


; 15 lis ſucceſs, 
Thus 


But, 


- queſts to Him; and return'd anſwers to q 
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But, the foundation of his cavils hay 
been deſtroy'd, by aſcertaining the idea If 
longing to the words, which he hath miſiue“ 
preted; a way is open d to the more une n 
tionable admiſhon of this SECOND propdf 
tion, | 


That the paſſages of Goſpel-hiſtory, when 
in great malignity and great power over hp? 0 
man bodies are attributed to devils, ( for, Md . 
they may now be call d) ought to be liter Cari 
underſtood. ade 
| ſeeat 

II. Beſides the ſupport, which this c lch 
fion receiveth from the preceding obſt i lupy 
tions, aſſent to it is ſtill more ſtrongh f an 
manded, by the tenor of the whole nat ? 
concerning the poſſeſs d. When we read, (i & tur 
to mention other remarkable circumſtance men 
that evil ſpirits, which had enter'd into nt 

were caſt out — that they talk d with Chil Me a 

acknowledg d His divine miſſion - propos 1 
Op 


— 
us for 
Ii ee 
I See the places cited at the beginning. I I. 


tell 


tions propos d; can it be thought, with if 
appearance of truth, that the Eyangelils 


of AAIMONEZ Gx. afferted. 17 


aded herein, only to deſcribe the ſymptoms 
* effects of ſome natural diſorders? Can 

cl motion, ſpeech, reaſon, choice, diſcern- 
.- Bet more than human, be aſſign d, in a plain 
Arion of facts, withaut the utmoſt abſurdi. 
5 to qualities; where no intimation is given 
the hiſtorian, that he defigns to recede 
am the known, receiv d fignification of 
a ods? Or, is it to be imagin d, conſiſtently 
* ſoundneſs of mind, that tho madneſs 
md not, yet the mad might, know the perfon 
i Chriſt, merely by His fame? If the mad 
an be ſuppos d to have injoy d intervals, fre- 
went and lucid enough, for the attainment 
on fuch wonderful knowledg; yet, can it alſo 
em lie ſappos d, that he gave proofs of his mad- 
＋ od of his knowliedg, in the ſame in- 

altat> The Inquirer, indeed, liberally * grant- 
2 ſagacity enough to diſcern the ſuper- 
4 ee Chriſt, upon the firſt view; and, 
li conſequence, to perceive, that He was both 
it 4% and willing to cure him. Do th he not, 
günſden, permit the diſtreſs d, to imbrace this 
aur opportunity of being heald > No- ſo 
\ {@ricous is this writer s humor, that he recalls 
ud former liberality, and allows his moſt ſa- 


See Enquiry p. 67 -- 73- Luhe IV. 33, 24, VIII. 28. 
Ilark I. 23-26. V. 6,7. Matt. VIII. 29. 2 See Enq. loc. ci. 


end 5 C gacious 


for 
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gacious patient to betray ſuch a degree 
frenzy, in that very juncture, as to expreh 
horror, at the fight of an acknowledg d & 
liverer, and a defire of not feeling the ben 
ficial influence of His power. So ſtrong a pn 
penſity to paradox prevails, we find, in ſon: 
writers, that if they fail of gaining it a ſai. 
able indulgence in the ſacred writings, the * 
will, at leaſt, indulge it in their own, | 


The ſame perſon, tis true, who, in or] The 
place of Scripture, is deſcrib d in a ſtate of _ 
ſeſſion ; * in another, is call d a lunatic. By, adde 

is it regularly concluded from hence, that the f ca 
grievance, repreſented in theſe two forms of 
ſpeech, was ſingle, and naturally incidental v ore 
the ſuffering party? Or, may it not be no fi th 
juſtly affirm d, in virtue and in favour of bod ere 
accounts, that both are ſtrictly true - that the 
caſe was complicated; and that an evil ſpit ſad 
had turn d a diſtemper d habit of body into n , 
occaſion of exerciſing his cruelty in it? Ths & of 
ſolution is even pointed out by the parent 
who intreated our Savior to relieve his ſu f ne. 
For, according to his repreſentation of the d. , 
treſs, the young man was not only 3 am; itho! 


1 Mark IX. 17. compare Luke IX. 38, 29. 2 Mat. 


. 


XVII. 15. 3 Matt. loco cit. 
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„but alſo «ax; azgw — labouring, at 
mee, under the diſeaſe and the torments of 


expreb de devil. 


gd ck. 


* bene hen, again, we find A, Net, % wat 
a pro 


it is * a miſtake to fancy, that the lat- 
zcrerb is only exegetical of the former phraſe. 


[tis rather ſubjoin d, to expreſs an additional 


ulady, which reſulted from the other * 
z its immediate cauſe. 


Theſe paſſages, then, which have been 
bought moſt favorable to the Inquirer's hy- 
vtheſis, being expounded with clearneſs and 
mliſtency, according to the cuſtomary import 
« vords; with what colour of reaſon can a 
breion and figurative ſenſe be obtruded either 
u them, or other portions of the Goſpel, 
Rerein ſimilar facts are related ? 


| Jadgment and integrity will then, indeed, 


duce an interpreter to depart from the lite- 
z, obvious, meaning of language, when the 
uture of the ſubject demandeth the depar- 
we - when Scripture ſuggeſteth, at leaſt, ell- 
Mere, ſome reaſon for the change; and when, 
rithout it, a manifeſt contradiction to the 


1 Joh. X. 20. 2 Mede, diſc. VI. p. 29. 


C 2 plain- 
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plaineſt truths muſt unavoidably inſue. 
what plea can be offerd in behalf of ex 


tors, who will rather bid defiance, than py 


due obedience, to theſe reſtrictions; and yy 
late the rules of avoiding abſurdity, even fr 
the ſake of maintaining it? 


By ſuch licence, the ambiguity of Satars 
oracles may be introducd into the lively on 
cles of God; and theſe, inſtead of being 1. 
ful for dottrin and inſtruction in righteouſneſs 
may be perverted to the promotion of wifi 
fron and every evil work. For, what is ok 
cred, or ſo important, in the ſyſtem of Chil 
tian doctrines, as not to be thereby redacble 
to the level of indifferent things, or even to 
the catalogue of popular miſtakes? | 


If, for inſtance, mips axd3m may be 


transferr'd to the fi gnification of a bodily, ur 

tural diſorder ; miiua 4: may ceaſe to repre 
ſent a Divine Perlon. If mediatorial and pro 
pitiatory acts are aſcrib'd to a Savior of mai. 
kind; yet, thro' the Inquirer's dexterity, tit 
language, expreflive of thoſe acts and that ut 
fice, may be (and hath actually been) refolil 
into mere conformity to the practices and fer 


I Mart, X. 1. & alibi. 


timens 


| 


D 7 
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imities, of human nature. 


ts of 1dolatrous nations; amongſt whom 
ue Saviors, W and mediators, many. 


If, again, an Evangeliſt declareth the Sie 
ad human nature of Chriſt, in ſaying, that 


ſi Word was made fleſh; an Artemonian eludes 


de proof by replying, that Vord denoteth, 
a the original, only reaſon or ſpeech; and 
þþ, not the ſubſtance, but the accidents, or 
And, 1n reality, 
{the works of the prince of this world may be 
ug d to reſt upon no better foundation, than 


[nar error; thoſe alſo, by which the Prince 
Ib | ffeace, and Redeemer of the world is diſtin- 


aud, may, with equal caſe, be added to the 
unber of imaginary characters. And, that 
ich are the conſequences of wantonly deſert- 
ig the common- purport of language, is too 
duly prov d by the wild, blaſphemous reve- 
ies of the moſt antient and later heretics. 


ig chem, the aol interpretation of Evan- 
ical hiſtory, concerning the malignity and 
Wer of devils, be not only not oppos d, but 
fn confirm d, by external writers -- if a ratio- 
12, conſiſtent ſenſe may be deduc'd from the 
a«dnary acceptation of the original words -- if 


E nanecolſary application of an alluſive, figu- 
ratiye 


N 
{ 
4 
| 
| 
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4 
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be ſignally diſplay d. 
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rative conſtruction hath been inſtrumental 
impoſing the moſt monſtrous and deteſtalif},,re 
conceits upon writings, dictated by the Spit 7 2 
of God - if theſe aſſumptions are all, as 


reaſoning will evidently perſuade this concly wpolc 


ſion -- That the paſſages, wherein the caſe ang 


demoniacs is deſcrib'd, ought to be underſtool muiri 


according to the literal, obvious meaning d j obſc 
the expreſſions. mereb 
| |  Ixomo 
A pious concern, indeed, for the honour 201 
the Deity, and a deſign to correct an opinion i ul inf 
which is deem'd injurious to it, have been maꝶ It of 
the pretence for giving figure, in this cal, ira 
preference to the letter. But, allowing tit] gray 
patrons of figure the whole benefit of ther] rec 
piety, in the intention of their ſchemes; qe f fu 
the neceſſity of forming and propoſing then | min 
will totally diſappear, when it 1s ſhewn, denen 


Tu RDLY, That by the interpretation, her] To 
aſſerted, the juſtice, wiſdom and goodnels «| to t. 
God are ſo far from being contradicted, 89 | qute 


III. Can, then, the juſtice of God be ke damn, 
. 5 concidl / 
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eild with a permiſſion, that Beings, whoſe 
re is ſo contrary to His own, ſhoud exer- 


are reſtrain d from executing their evil 
wpoſes; and condemn'd to ſuffer, inſtead of 
uſing, miſery * The difficulties, which theſe 
ritool wuiries may be fancy d to contain, are ſoly'd 
ng df y obſerving, that the miſapplication of power, 
mereby wicked ſpirits continually attempt the 
nomotion of natural as well as moral evil, is 
pur df ct agreeable, but directly contrary, to origi- 
mn fy inftitution -- that this contrariety is the re- 
mat at of their voluntary depravation -- that the 
as : ]rfraint of acts, ſuitable to this ſupervening 
1 kpravation, is not more requiſite to the idea 
ther fa retorial juſtice in the Deity, than the ef- 
; 1 ſctual prevention of criminal ſolicitations and 
then | niminal conduct, which are often mutually ex- 
xriencd amongſt men. 


ber To theſe obſervations it may be added, that, 
fs of | tho the delay of puniſhment, completely ade- 
&9 [ute to guilt, muſt be own d by every mor- 
-J&, who is not an intire ſtranger to himſelf, 
ju be conſiſtent with divine juſtice ; yet, the 
e It | damnation af the rebellious ſpirits even now ſlum- 


b'reth 


' 
| 
1 
' 
4 


Ur Ne ba 9 ag 2G Eitbon- ttri, Moon thi 


to the calamity of the poſſeſs d. For, if, amongt 
thoſe ſignal ſufferers, there were ſome no 
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b'reth not; ſeing, together with the cant ſe, 
nuance of their exiſtence, their torture is 4 hen 


fo continu d. For, befides a tormenting cet 


ſciouſneſs of abſolute excluſion from the in lun: 
valuable bleſſings of grace and glory, tee. 
are likewiſe repreſented as poſitively feel git 
the ſeverity of their ſentence. * Chains of dak forte 
neſs -- a gloomy, painful, diſconſolate ſtat int 


out of which no expedient can extricate them |: y 


is already their allotment ; whil it their comp 
plement of mifery is reſervd, til the jud-[ ge 
ment of the great day. After this decafive pe. I xai 
riod, it ſeems intimated, that they ſhall be im 
tirely ſwallow'd up with their own torment; fn 
tho}, before it, liberty is allow'd them to erat In 
their malice againſt mankind. In regard u H ry 


thefe, then, the great authors of evil, dire] er 


juſtice may ſeem plac d in a fatisfaRory lig. 
Nor is it leſs capable of vindication, in rem Bu 


rious ſinners, the charge of injuſtice becometh 


in reſpect of theſe, immediately invalid. Or Axt 
even granting them a moral character, mat ne 

conſonant to their obligations; yet, were thy und 
ſtill only parts of their Creator's works, why 
might be apply'd, according to His good ple ſure, 


1 bet. II. 4. Jade6. 2 Lociscir. il 
furs, | 


of AAIMONEZS Wc. aſſerted. 25 


conũ ſue, in ſubſerviency to general advantage. 
8 Apen ordinary failings might juſtify the afflic- 
> cle treatment, which was only of ſhort dura- 
he l un: nor is the interpoſition of almighty 
 theypover requir d immediately, in behalf of the 
feln ted The hand of the Lord is not therefor 
f dark hrtened, becauſe it is not continually ſtretch d 
fa [inch againſt every act or attempt of Satan. 
then | weigheth all the circumſtances of the op- 
rcon yeß d, and knoweth the proper ſeaſons and 
| jad: [oper methods (to men uſually unknown) of 
ve pe [rſcuing, aiding and rewarding the objects of 
bei mercy. And, even during the ſeeming ſuſ- 
ment; non of His providential care, His conſola- 
> exert ins may be ſecretly diſpens d, quality the ſe- 
ad vJrriy of the torture indur d, and improve the 
divue | ferer's 2 to bear it. 
14 
regal] But, it may be obſerv'd ſtill more directly 
nongl u appoſitely to the preſent purpoſe, That the 
voti Flepiſh nation, when the inſtances of obſeſſion 
ometh, I note remarkably occurr d amongſt them, were 
oh xaliarly expos d to vengeance. Their errors 
mor we groſs, numerous and pertinaciouſly re- 
e ie und; and their corruption of manners was 
wh ſezrayated by impenitence and obduracy of 
d ples fart, What ground, then, 1s here left to 


Pad complaint upon, if the great ayenger of 
fur | | D unre- 
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unrelenting offenders permitted the bodies; if 
ſome to be ſeiz d by Satan, who had befy ac 
reſign d their fouls to be led captive by hin) rl. 


And, even in the exerciſe of this chaſi Th 


ment, divine wiſdom (which is accuſtomg;$® 


bring good out of evil) found means of uf" © 
creaſing the luſtre and amiableneſs of the u 

and grace, which came by Jeſus Chriſt. puf 8 
the prophecy, that He ſhou'd bruiſe the f " 
pents head, was then to be publicly veriftf the 


by a correſponding event. And, tho its fi Cc 


and final accompliſhment was referr d to 2 as ' 


alice. 
[I (O | 


ter period; yet did the accompliſhment a 
mence, and gradually open it-ſelf to Jew al 
Gentile, in His repeated triumphs over th 
enemy, whom He had undertaken to ſubwe** 
Herein was offer d to both an opportuniyof**P 
conviction, * that the kingdom of God mi * 
come; Whilſt they beheld the rulers of dh 


conſtrain d to confeſs, and obey, a ſuperior, if © © 


reſiſtible power. In each ejection of thenafſ®*® 
of human bodies, an abſolute dominion o, 
them was demonſtrated, before a multitudes ax 
witneſſes; and, by the ſame means, was f © 
duc d a moſt ſenſible argument of Chrilts pt ; Ry 


ceeding ſucceſsfully to anſwer the end of f ft 
2 Kwme 
1 Luke XI. 20. Matt. XII. 28. . 5 


mint 
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; 
ad Liifeſtation in the fleſh; whilſt He thus e- 
1 * 0 0 His ability 40 deſtroy the works of the 
hin 


Theſe facts, indeed, are therefor diſputed, 
wauſe they appear to have been numerous. 
ut, granting the number of the poſſeſs d to 
he been unuſually great, during the courſe of 
bu Savior's miniſtry ; yet, the inference, which 
bs ſuppoſition recommendeth, is, That God, 
the mudſt of judgment, rememb'reth mercy, 
en mankind with tokens of His 
be, whil ſt He teacheth them to revere His 
utice, All other calamities, that are inciden- 
ey uli to us, have their reſpective ſeaſons, provi- 
od Illy determin d: nor do th our Creator's 
laber kalerneſs towards His creatures allow His ju- 
ni ical puniſhments to prevail perpetually. And, 
% en they have been with-held thro a long 
lui of years, men ought, tis true, in grati- 
i Jac, to acknowledg His clemency ; cannot, in 
mon, maintain, that no ſuch calamities had 
n on been felt, as might have indanger d their 
ade. Inſtead, then, of turning the remark- 
i p. examples of demoniacal obſeſſion, during 
s oP Savior's life on earth, into an objection 
of juſt the reality of the fact; impartiality of 
fenen requireth aſſent to the relation of 
D 2 | the 
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the fact; whilſt piety calls for a reverential al ic 
knowledgment of divine goodneſs, in that e hong 
traordinary diſpenſation. ve 


For, what is more declarative of divine goy Up 


neſs, than the ſuppreſſion of the fury and fouſu co 


of the apoſtate ſpirits, 'til that Perſon appeal 
on earth, thro whom their tyranny was to lk 
viſibly chaſtis d, and, at length, aboliſh'd? Ait 
cording to this gracious appointment, the mA 
lady was not ſuffer d to break out in it's wy nit 
molt virulence, before the phyſician was ud p 
hibited to view, whoſe command was fſufficiat ul 
to effect a cure. Of the time, indeed, ly 


His advent and it's conſequences, the grulſe bo 


adverſary perhaps, thro his acquaintance vitſ(hif 
prophecy, might be appriz d. Senfible, then sert 
for, that his kingdom was threaten d with ated, 
proaching ruin, he might hereupon naturlJih e 
collect, and diſcharge, his utmoſt rage aganlfſhy]./ 


_ mankind; make his aſſaults more frequent eaſy 


as well as vehemently, and the torments du of 
the aſſaulted more intenſe. And, in prop par 


tion to the violence of the ſtrong, muſt fi yhi 


1 Matt. XII. 29. Luke XI. 21, 22. compar'd with IAN prod 
Ic, where the words N A PINA -- ſeem moſt properly n 
der'd -- ſhall come AGAINST THE POWERFUL - by THY | 

. © » 8 . - i fi 
POWERFUL being meant ? xe, robuſtus ille, mentiMy, , 
in the Goſpel. See the learned Vitringa on the place. uon. 
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tial whe idea of that goodneſs, which provided a 


hat e honger than him -- One, more e to Janes 
tan he was to deſtroy. 


e good Upon the whole -- This event might be fo 
d fou conducive to the general benefic of men, 
Ppeariſa promotion of the great ends of Provi- 
$ to lane, in the incarnation of the Son of God, 
1? Aqsit is apt to create a more lively ſenſe and 
he nuf ted of the dangerous attacks of Satan; and 
its uo nile a grateful admiration of that friendly 
mn ad powerful arm, which ſo viſibly and effec- 
efuly interpos d, to repel and repreſs them 
" fhuly. In the ſalutary influence derivd on 
gran body, by the word and thro the name of 
ce wi (inſt, His divine authority might clearly be 
Mikern'd; and a firm perſuaſion thence col- 
hy ded, chat His influence wou'd extend it-ſelf 
atm * equal efficacy, to the deliverance of the 
And, from this perſuaſion the tranſition 
quenfy 1.0 to the neceſſity of believing in Him 
ent ad obeying His laws, in order to be qualify d 
proper partake of that great, compleat ſalvation, 
alt ni vhich He declar d Himſelf, by many . 


h IM proofs, to be the author. 
erly if! 


A ”y In fine — By the tenor of the preceding re- 


pac, "ons we may be inſtructed, to ſuſpect the 
1 arts 
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he hath produc d in favour of his cauſe; a 


| ſerv. ſacr. XXVIII. T. 2. 3 Dialog. 54. p. 406. 
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arts and deſigns of pretenders to ſuch diſcoſ ob 
ry, as the Inquirer hath propos d. The ug, 
and intent of language forbid his interpreyl, ba 
tion; the ſtream of antiquity is unfavorable, 
it. And tho' this floweth not unpolluted 
ways; yet, impurities are not utterly jnſepy 
able from it, provided afhſtance herein bþ 
drawn (as it ought to be) from the. ſacnfy;, | 
fources of revealed truth. The contrary nen 
thod of altering, or rather, corrupting Scipſ nor 
ture-notions, by the unexamin d, or undulyer|;; 
amin d, evidences of pagan monuments, is: 


it 


qually * unreaſonable and irreligious. But, nuſuſ b 
practice is not peculiar to the Inquirer :/ndfy., - 
is he alone in the ſentiments, which he ha | 70 
undertaken to defend. One venerable nam es 


& in 
ſeveral others might have been cited with: 5 


qual propriety, at leaſt; becauſe equally, ifuſ The 


more directly, conſentient with him. If kh Gf 
did not know, that Pomponatius, 3 V nuns on ar 


| is is 
1  Unreaſonable - -- becauſe thereby, her is clear, lat "8? 
and conſiſtent, is exchang'd for that, which is often ch 
ſcure, intricate, and full of contradiftion : Irreligiow - be (0 b 
cauſe it imports a preference of that, which is humam lily 
that which is divine. 2 Tract. de incantat. p. 10. && 
immortal. anime p.135. quem citat doctiſ. Deyling. 0 ons 


le mo 


I Hobt 
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ſcorþgobbs, Spinoza, and 3 Bekker eſpecially, 
de u all patronis d the ſame opinion; he may 
'Preta$.chaps, when he cometh to this knowledg, 
able u mratulate himſelf upon the lucky coinci- 
ed tÞ:ce of his own thoughts with the thoughts 
epa men, diſtinguiſn d by ſingular penetration. 
ein de he was not a ſtranger to their concurrence, 
facrifi;r characters might have juſtify d a ſuſpi- 
fy westen, at leaſt, of the doctrin, and occaſion d 
Seip i nore accurate inquiry into the foundation 
hy erſſ it, before it was eſpous d and publicly re- 


be 5d. But, diſputes of irreligious tendency 


at, ft be kept up, in one or other form; and, 
'; Nützen invention hath been exhauſted, in a va- 
e Md of antiſcriptural attempts; old, ſcatter d 


name ies muſt be rally d, in order to maintain 
5 Wit ingagement. 

with e. | | | 
if un The obſtinate, diverſify d reſiſtance, indeed, 
If Mi Goſpel truth, with which this age and na- 
MBE are diſgraced, may ſeem to argue, that 
i is the hour of it's enemies, and of the power 
gend. lrkneſ r a power, which is then molt like. 
„-o be fatal, when it is induſtriouſly and 


* g aily ridicul d; none being more expos d to 
o. | 
ng. Or 


i Leviath, pt. 4. c. 45. 2 Tractat. theolog. polit. c. 2. 
le monde enchant liv. 4. c. 8, 9. 


Hobbs fall 


C 


ere 
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fall by it, than thoſe, who think they lM 
greateſt ſecurity from it. 


4 . 


The believer regards it in a proper u n 
when he maketh it an argument of Joh 
and vigilance — of the neceflity of recuprin 
a ſuperior principle for aid againſt it; a0 

begging, that, thro the interpoſition y 
vine grace, he may find @ way to eſcape 
jur d, in the . of trial. | 1 
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God grant us ſuch ftrength and pry 4 1 
as may ſupport us in all dangers, and e 
thro all temptations, for Jeſus Chriſt His f 
To whom, with the Father and the Hoy 
be univerſal and eternal = n 4 
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